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On Friday next, the 29th inst., there will be held 
at Le@is three meetings interesting to veterinary 
surgeons—(1) A meeting of the Yorkshire V.M.A. 
at which Professor Williams reads a paper ‘‘ On 
Some Blood Diseases ’”’-—(2) A meeting of the Coun- 
cil of the National Veterinary Association to elect a 
Provisional Committee, in whose hands will be left 
the arrangements for next year’s gathering at Scar- 
borough ; and (3) a conference of delegates from 
veterinary societies to attempt the linking together of 
all societies so as to enable them to act in union when 
desired. 

The business of the conference presents some 
difficulties, but the question of union has been dis- 
cussed before, and each delegate will come prepared 
to conquer the difficulties and to find a way which 
all may accept. The proposal, so far approved, is to 
affiliate the local societies to ‘‘ The National” in 
such a way that the independence of each society 
remains unimpaired. Itis not desired to so amalga- 
mate the whole that the local organisations would be 
branches of the larger Association. The aim, as we 
understand it, is rather to subordinate ‘The 
National ’’ to the collective local bodies, and to alter 
the rules of the wandering body so that all members 
of district societies would be also members of it if 
they chose. Clearly such an arrangement would 
widen the interests and strengthen the efforts of all 
members, but it is not yet quite clear how the finan- 
-cial conditions can be adapted to the alteration. This 
is the point the delegates at the conference have to 
decide, and then report to their societies. 


‘‘THosE wHo THEMSELVES.” 


There is no better advice than that contained in 
the adage ‘If you want a thing doing well, do it 
yourself.”” Veterinarians often complain that they 
are not recognised, or are superseded by others in 
positions for which their special training renders 
them most fit. The complaint is true and its ex- 
pression is a healthy sign. It is not merely a grum- 
ble, it is evidence that we have recognised our _posi- 
tion, that we know our worth and are prepared to 
assert our claims. 

This is a step in the right direction, but we must 
push on and command the positions we feel we are 
entitled to. 

In the agricultural column of The Times on Mon- 
day last was a reference to veterinary surgeons and 


the Public Health (Scotland) Act. The writer was | 


referring to an article in The Journal of Comparative 
Pathology, and quoted with approval the facts and 
inferences in that article. He noted that the enact- 
ment goes further than any previous measure in 


Tecognising the necessity of consulting members of 


the veterinary profession in the matters of dairy and 
meat inspection, but he did not overlook the fact 
that the section was ‘‘ only permissive.” 

Now, we members of the profession should also 
note, should mark well, the position in which we are 
placed. The legislature has recognised that certain 
public werk should be done by us, and has given 
powers to local authorities enabling them to appoint 
veterinary officers for dairy and meat inspection. 

These powers will probably not be used until local 
authorities are taught the value of the work and the 
fitness of the veterinary surgeon for it. Local 
government is still in its infancy, and candidates for 
County Councils and Town Councils are selected 
from all classes of men—mostly from the least in- 
telligent class. About the last thing to be found in 
our local representatives is a knowledge of animals, 
and consequently questions closely connected with 
horses, cattle, or sheep are generally bungled when 
they cannot be ignored. As an illustration of this 
we see how in London committees of schoolmasters 
and linen drapers decide that main roads shall be 
paved with asphalte, although it is universally known 
to be the most dangerous surface over which horses 
have to travel. In the country we have only to look 
at the way in which authorities carry out the Ani- 
mals Diseases Act to see the effects of utter ignor- 
ance. It is no use standing at a distance and con- 
temptuously smiling at these conditions. The mem- 
bers of these governing bodies are ignorant of the 
special subject. They might easily be instructed by 
anyone who knew, and it is simply wonderful how a 
large body can be led on special subjects by any of 
their members who really show that they understand 
these subjects. 

Manchester was, until a few years since, as desti- 
tute of appreciation of veterinary services as is Lon- 
don. Fortunately Mr. Sam Locke possessed the 
public spirit to seek a seat on the Town Council, and 
he also possessed the esprit de corps to remember his 
profession when subjects came up for discussion in 
which their claims were paramount. Mr. Locke set 
an example which our leading men might well 
follow, and the consequence is that the veterinarian 
|in Manchester has now a status as a public officer 
superior to that in any other great city. 

What has been effected in Manchester may be 
‘imitated in other large towns. In Scotland the 
| Public Health Act offers opportunities, but they must 

be embraced. If the veterinary practitioners do not 
‘interest themselves in pushing forward the provisions 
of the Act and the suitability of their colleagues for 
| office no one else will do so. They have won a great 
victory in obtaining the Act, but work is yet to be 


| done to make its permissive clauses into concrete 
, appointments. Help will be given to those who 
| help themselves. 
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EXTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


A New Septic#mia IN CALVES WITH CONSECUTIVE 

NEPHRITES AND CysTITIS (BACTERIURIA). 

Prof. Thomassen, of Utrect Veterinary College, 
mentions the following affections of the calf and then 
describes the above disease. 

White dysentery which appears 24 to 48 hours 
after birth and characterised during life by the fre- 
quent evacuation of liquid fecal material of a pale 
colour, and after death by lesions of the abomasum 
and small intestine. Jensen has isolated from the 
blood, glands, spleen, liver and lungs of those affected 
with the disease, an ovoid bacterium which, when 
administered per os into the digestive system of 
healthy calves, causes in them dysentery and death 
after one or twodays. Intravenous injection of this 
bacterium is without influence on the calf, and sub- 
cutaneous injection gives variable results. Jensen 
considers the microbe that he has isolated as 2 coli- 
bacillus having acquired an absolute pathogenic 
power. 

Septic pleuro-pneumonia described already in the 
first place in Holland by Poéls, and which is so well- 
known that it is useless to revert to it here. Its 
pathogenic agent is also an ovoid bacterium killing 


‘the mouse, guinea-pig, rabbit, calves, heifers, and 


even pigs, in whom it provokes a disease which has 
some analogies with swine-plague (pneumo-enteritis.) 

Jensen’s malignant septicemia of the calf which is 
enzootic in Denmark, and which is distinguished 
from septic pleuro-pneumonia by its quicker course 
and by the absence of pulmonary lesions. Jensen 
also found in this an ovoid bacterium very little 
different from that of this last disease—septic pleuro- 
pneumonia. 

The pig shows less power of receptivity for the 
bacterium of malignant septicemia than that of 
septic pleuro-pneumonia. This is an insufficient 
character to separate these in an absolute manner, 
one from another, and this the more so since we may 
see the two pathological forms, septicemia and pleuro- 
pneumonia—co-exist in the same infected establish- 
ment! We have an inclination to consider malig- 
nant septicemia as a subacute form of pleuro- 
pneumonia. 

Polyarthritis of calves (joint-ill). This disease is 
less deadly than the preceding ones, the etiological 
conditions which engender it are always different,:and 
its pathogenesis is itself variable. * 

To the list of diseases which cause great losses to 
calf-rearers Thomassen adds another which he ob- 
served during the springs of 1896 and 1897, which 
existed in an enzootic state and which was character- 
ised by the following symptoms: marked diminution 
of the physical forces, favourite attitude and decu- 
bitus, the head extended, resting on the ground, or 
turned towards the thorax. If the animals were 
made to get up they stretched themselves by flexing 
the back and loins. The temperature oscillated be- 
tween 104 and 106 F. The pulsations reached 100 
and even 150. The respirations 50 to 120. The 
appetite was diminished ; yet the subjects still took a 
little milk. The muzzle was dry. The fecal 


material normal, exceptionally, there was diarrhoea. 
and even sometimes streaked with blood. The 
urine was passed in small quantities, it was turbid,. 
contained red blood corpuscles, renal cylinders, cystic 
cells and albumin; it also contained a great number 
of bacteria ; there were no pulmonary phenomena. In 
serious cases eclamptic fits, opisthotonus or trismus 
supervened, to these manifestations general paralysis: 
then followed. 

In a case inoculated with the malady the respira- 
tion presented the Cheyne-Stokes uremic type. The 
disease commenced the fifth to eighth day after birth,. 
rarely between the age of 4 or 5 weeks. 

Subcutaueous injection of 10 grammes of a 2 per 
cent. solution of carbolic acid, 5 grammes of 10 per 
cent. of eucalyptol mixed with olive oil, 80 grammes 
of 1 per cent. solution of trichloride of iodine, 10: 
grammes of Lugol’s solution (iodine 1, iodide of 
potassium 2, water 100) did not stop the course of 
the disease. Carbolic acid per os cured a case. 

The author has had some favourable results from 
the internal administration, three times a day, of the 
following mixture : 

Carbolic acid 1 gramme 
Alcohol 80 
Lime water 800 ie 
Oil of peppermint ,, 

The autopsy reveals as the essential lesion diffuse: 
parenchymatous and interstitial, and often hemorr- 
hagic nephrites. The mucous membrane of the 
bladder and ureters is also inflamed. The spleen is 
tumefied and contains scattered lesions of capillary 
hemorrhages ; these latter lesions are also found in 
the glands, mucous membrane of the abomasum and: 
small intestine. Serous transudations may be obser- 
ved either in the serous cavities or in the connective 
tissue. The liver presents, but not always, an infec- 
tious degeneration. Lesions of meningitis with the 
presence of microbes in the exudate is sometimes: 
seen. 

Thomassen has isolated a bacterium which ap- 
proaches that of the bacillus of human typhoid fever.. 
It is not stained by Gram’s method and grows badly 
on potato, it does not give off indol nor does it coagu- 
late milk. It is very mobile. 

The author has easily transmitted the disease to 
the calf by subcutaneous injections and by ingestions 
of the cultures. The microbe which he isolated is 
pathogenic for the rabbit, guinea-pig, and mouse ; the 
dog and horse are refractory.— Annales de Méd. Vét. 
Bruxelles, Sept.-Oct., 1897, ex Annales de Pasteur, 25 
Juin, 1897. 


HEREDITY IN ITS RELATIONS TO THE 
DISEASES OF ANIMALS, 


Abstract of discussion at the Reading meeting of the 
National Veterinary Association. 


(Continued from p. 216.) 


— Mr. Hurnpatt: My main object is not so much to 
criticise or to approve the paper that has been read to- 
day as to say that while I fully appreciate the labour 
which Prof. Dewar has given in the production of this 
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per, I have not gone to that amount of effusive praise 
which some of those speakers who have gone before have 
piled upon him. Asa member of the Council I took a 
very active part in = | orting the names of the two 
gentlemen who follow of. Dewar, and I am sure you 
will all agree with me that for men in the position of 
Mr. King and Mr. Goodall, the work of preparing the 
speeches which they have given us to-day was certainly 
a greater demand upon their time than it was upon Prof. 
Dewar’s. I am not undervaluing what Professor Dewar 
has done,—do not think that for one moment ; but I am 


comparing the amount of labour, and I think we owe a 


reat debt of thankfulness to these gentlemen for follow- 
ing up the very able paper which Professor Dewar has 
produced, and I think that sufficient notice has not been 
taken of them this afternoon, otherwise I should not 
have presumed to occupy your attention for one minute. 
I am perfectly at one with Professor Edgar in the pro- 
test be raised as to the manner in which Professor 
Dewar treats with the supernatural, and the materialistic 
rt of his paper. I think it is a subject we are treating 
ar too lightly. Iam sorry to say that amongst my own 
acquaintances in the profession there are a considerable 
number of men who seem to have a tendency to rather 
sceptical views, at all events on religious matters, and I 


do not think we can do better than take every oppor- 


tunity which comes before us—that is, of us at all events 
who attach some reverence to the supernatural—to raise 
our voices in support of it when we find that there is a 


distinct inclination on the part of those who differ from 


us to force their views upon the profession and upon the 
public at large. I was glad to hear Professor Edgar 
treat the matter as he did. But the practical point is, 
what is the lesson we are to learn from this paper to- 


day—heredity with regard to its influences on stock of 


all descriptions ? I am perfectly convinced, Professor Mc- 
Fadyean notwithstanding, that tuberculosis is an heredi- 
tarydisease. I am sorry thata man with theinfluence that 
he has in the profession should take the stand that he 
does in this matter, because it is likely, I think, to lead 
up to very dangerous results. But if we know that a 


certain disease is transmissible, or if you choose to say 


the tendency to it, my own views is that every pathogi- 
cal condition that you can name has a tendency to 
reproduced in the progeny, either of the person or of the 
animal suffermg. We will take a man or ananimal who 


_is suffering from pneumonia or nephritis. If he has 


severely suffered from it you may depend upon it the 
progeny of that man or of that animal will be suscepti- 

le, and there will be a decided predisposition to suffer 
from it. I am a victim of that myself. My father 
suffered very severely from nephritis. I have had 
nephritis no less than five times in a very severe form. 
My brother also—he was only a half-brother, I should 
say—had nephritis on two or three occasions. That is 
only an illustration. What is the lesson we should 
learn? I take it if we learn the lesson that diseases 
generally are capable of being transmitted, or if there is 
a tendency to transmission of the disease through the 
parent to the offspring, then we should learn a lesson 
and take those measures which are necessary to counter- 
act the effect in the offspring. 

Mr. Huntine: I think it is extremely unfortunate 
that anything in the shape of theology should have been 
introduced into this meeting. A man is absolutely 
wanting in any scientific turn of mind who cannot dis- 
cuss science without dragging in theology, and to say 
that a teacher should not refer to his views of creation 
or his views of evolution, whereas one’s grandmother 
may be allowed to tell you something she knows nothing 
about, is simply carrying the matter to the verge of the 
ridiculous. Howa man in Professor Edgar’s position 
can turn round on Professor Dewar on a paper like this, 
and make general remarks about teachers misleading the 
young, I cannot understand. The whole tendency of 


tell you somet 


modern science is to arrive at the truth, perfectly inde- 
pendently of any creed. The matter of creed never enters 
a man’s head when he is talking about science. He is 
trying to arrive at the truth. And then that libellous 
statemeut about Professor Huxley, that he tried to dis- 
guise that he was a religious man! Huxley was a 
religious man always ; prided himself on being a relig- 
ious man; held that creeds had nothing to do wit 
religion ; held that what he did not know probably no- 
body else knew, and that he was not to be blamed for 
disbelieving every old woman’s tale that was crammed 
down his throat because it had been in existence a thous- 
and years or more. 

Now for the subject of the paper. As far as I can 
understand Professor Dewar’s paper, he started with the 
intention of treating this subject thoroughly, and did so 
up to page 14, and then got a bit sick of it, and cut the 
last part short. It is rather unfortunate that he did so, 
because it would have been a remarkably good paper if 
he had only worked out the special diseases he refers to. 
But, of course, instead of its being a paper it would have 
been a volume. No doubt that is why he let us off. So 
far as [ can understand, Weissmann, like St. Paul and 
other people who set up as authorities, is to be taken as 
a sort of uncontradictable body. You quote Weissmann, 
and the other side is supposed to shut up at once. Now 
Weissmann is purely a theorist, who has endeavoured to 

hing about heredity, and the why and the 
wherefore of heredity, and has failed to do so. Every 
man has failed to do so. You look to them, and proba- 
bly if they continue to work they will arrive at some- 
thing like the truth. We have got no further than the 
old proverb that “like produces like.” And it does, 
there is no getting away from that fact. Speaking of 
facts, it seems to me that there is a tremendous confu- 
sion between facts and inferences, not only in this paper. 
but in some of the speeches we have heard to-day. If 
you turn to page 16 of Professor Dewar’s paper you will 
find “no clinician of experience will be found to sub- 
scribe te this view.” That is a neat way of saying that 
if you do not agree with him you are noclinician. That 
is not a statement of fact. With regard to tuberculosis 
being hereditary or not being hereditary, you want this 


be | difference between the fact and the inference made clear. 


Nobody disputes that tuberculosis runs in families, but 
it is as to the inference that we differ. Why does it run 
in families? We say on account of contagion. You say 
on account of predisposition. Professor Penberthy sug- 
gested that a few simple experiments would set that 
right. No, they would not, but a great number of ex- 
periments would set it right. If you only had a few you 
would be met by Professor Dewar and Mr. King turning 
round and saying, “In all those cases which do not take 
the disease there was no predisposition.” That is a very 
safe position to take up, and rather a difficult one to 
shift one from. But what are the facts generally ? Con- 
sidering heredity a cause of disease, we must separate 
structural diseases from contagious diseases. All the 
structural diseases—and they include pretty nearly all— 
Professor Dewar shows are more or less hereditary. But 
when we come to such a disease as tuberculosis or glan- 


| ders, it depends upon an extraneous germ. Why, then, 


do we say that there is any heredity? Why? because 
our grandfathers did, I think. Before the days on which 
the germ had been found they invented heredity as an 
explanation. Some diseases ran in families, and the 
said they were due to heredity. And they formed all 
sorts of thories, knowing little about the disease, and 
nothing about the germ. Now we have to back up the 
same theory by altering our ground, and we altered our 
ground by saying that it produced some peculiar predis- 
sition,—that, in fact, an animal whose parents have 
foon tuberculous has a predisposition to the disease ; in 
other words that its lungs have some peculiar weakness 
which predisposed it to be attacked. I take it that that 


* 
| 
1088. 
The 
bid,. 
stic 
.In 
nus 
ysis: 
ira- 
The 
rth,. 
per 3 
per 
mes 
, 10: 
of 
of 
rom: 
the 
fuse: 
orr- 
the 
n is 
lary 
d in 
and 
ser- 
tive: 
fec- 
the: 
mes: 
ap- 
ver.. q 
adly 
e to 
ions 
d is 
the F 
Vét. 
25 


226 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


October 23, 1897 


is the difference between the two sides. You suppose, 
as somebody said, that in the Brompton Hospital the 
air was almost constantly laden with tuberculous germs, 
and all the people in the place breathed them ; some 
did not take the disease, and some did. Those who took 
it you say were predisposed, and those who did not take 
the disease were not predisposed. There is another ex- 
lanation of it. In the first place, the fact of anybody 
iving in the hospital not taking the disease is, to me, 
strong evidence that there is no such thing as inspiratory 
infection by tubercle. That I hold is a much more 
logical explanation than that one man gets his lungs full 
of tubercular bacilli takes the disease, and another one 
who gets his lungs full does not. So far as I know there 
is absolutely no evidence whatever that the breathing of 
air containing tuberculous germs leads to tuberculosis. 
It is founded simply and solely upon the fact of the 
lungs being most commonly affected, and because the 
lungs are most directly in contact with the air. It over- 
looks the fact of ies of all kinds being prevented 
from passing into the lungs by the wet membrane of the 
nose, the trachea, and the bronchial tubes. You will 
say, “ What about the miners with the black lungs ?” 
There are no miners with black lungs since pits have 
been properly ventilated. It is a very different thing 
breathing in an occasional tuberculous germ which is 
floating about, one to the acre, and a thousand to one 
chances that you do not come across it, from breathing 
air so laden with black particles as to be black in ap- 
pearance, and even explosive. No wonder that air like 
that in the course of twenty years might occasion some 
black spots to be found in a man’s lung. But it isa 
very different thing with an occasional bacillus floating 
about in the air. Professor Dewar quotes a few authori- 
ties. He quotes Sir Thomas Watson, and thinks this 
favours him. “There are some in whom no exposure to 
impure air, cold, and wet, and no privations will ever 
produce any form of scrofula.” There is an authority to 
quote! A man who cn sage thinks that impure air, 
cold, and wet will produce scrofula! I think with re- 
oa to a man who says that, the least we can say about 

im as an authority the better. But dropping all 
authorities, we know that tuberculosis depends upon a 
germ. ‘The predisposition is simply and solely a five- 
syllabled word to asin a theory which has no fact to 
support it. You say, “Why is it that some men and 
some animals are affected by a disease, pleuro-pneu- 
monia for instance?” I think the simplest explanation 
of why some are affected and some escape is the explana- 
tion that applies to a regiment on the battle-field, where 
some are struck by bullets and some are not ; similarly 
some manage to get the disease germ into their bodies, 
and some do not. 

Professor MacQueen : I wish to give you my impres- 
sion of the debate up to the present point. With regard 
to heredity, although a teacher, I shall not enter upon 
that rather stubbly ground of reference to the super- 
natural. I do not quite agree with those who have com- 
plained of Professor Dewar’s reference to that, nor do I 
agree with all those speakers who supported the other 
side. One gentleman concluded his remarks by saying 
that he believed in a divinity, and quoted Shakespeare’s 
words, “ There is a divinity that shapes our ends,” «&e. 
Now, attributing the progress or onset of disease in 
various animals to a divinity is, to my mind, some- 
thing like a libel on the supernatural or the Supreme 
Being, and I do not like that view. I would rather take 
the view which impressed me during the hearing,—that 
at the present moment we know very little with regard 
to generation and development. We know that the male 
furnishes the sperm and the female the germ, but what 
actually takes place beyond a certain point in the genera- 
tive apparatus of the female is still unknown. Then, as 
to the incidence of disease, following up the argument of 
those who believe in all disease being hereditary, there is 


no knowledge regarding when the disease germ finds its: 
entrance into the resultant or the mixture of the sperm 
and the germ. Now I came to this meeting with an 
open mind, I read the paper with an open mind. I have 
listened to the discussion, and I must say that I shall 
leave the meeting without being able to formulate any 
opinion regarding heredity. I believe that we do not 
know whether diseases are hereditary or not, but I look 
upon this pore and the discussion which has followed 
as a useful preliminary canter, which will do good in the 
profession if it do nothing more than concentrate the 
attention of practitioners upon this question. I believe: 
this discussion will direct the attention of practitioners. 
to the occurrence of cases which might be explained 
upon the foundation of the existence of such a thing as. 
heredity. Of course there is no disputing—I believe no 
one will dispute—the transmission of habits, of vice, 
even, as Professor Dewar says, the peculiar carriage of 
the hand and of the eyelid, and so on. But disease is a 
different thing. I will only refer to one, namely, side- 
bone. Sidebone is included amongst the hereditary 
diseases in the lists supplied by the Royal Commission 
on Horse-Breeding. Iwill ask you before you make up 
“sen minds regarding the hereditary character of side- 

one, to consider the other cartilages of prolongation 
that exist in the horse’s body. Is it not a fact that with 
advancing age in horses the cartilages of prolongation of 
the scapula, or the sternum, and the ribs do undergo the 
process of ossification as a natural change? Is it not 
a fact that a good deal of our alarm regarding sidebone 
is due simply to the occurrence of lameness in the foot ? 
When we find what we consider a condition different 
from the normal, that is the presence of an unyielding 
cartilage instead of a yielding one, we call it sidebone, 
and we are apt to attribute lameness to that cause. [| 
maintain that the cartilages in all parts of the horse’s 
body tend to ossify with advancing age ; but the carti- 
lages of the feet in some horses seem to ossify a little 
earlier than others. I belong to that class of the pro- 
fession which does not believe that sidebone very often 
causes lameness. It is simply the position of the carti- 
lage that so often leads one to attribute to its altered 
condition something which might be occasioned by de- 
fect close to it. I should not like to sit down without 
saying a word of praise to Professor Dewar. His paper 
is a very excellent one on a subject that is most difficult 
to handle, and ought to induce every thinking member 
of the profession to observe a little more carefully and a 
little more constantly than has been the custom in the 
profession hitherto. 

(To be continued.) 


THE WALLEY MEMORIAL FUND. 


A meeting of the committee and subscribers to the 
above fund was held in the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Clyde Street, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, 
October 6th, 1897. Principal Dewar, F.R.C.V.5., in 
the chair. 

Owing to the lamented death of Mr. Finlay Dun, 
who had been acting as secretary and treasurer of 
the fund, it was necessary to elect others in his place. 
These were found in Mr. C. Cunningham, 
M.R.C.V.S., Slateford, near Edinburgh, who was ap- 
pointed treasurer, and Mr. R. Rutherford, F.R.C.V.5., 
Bread Street, Edinburgh, hon. sec. 

The chairman announced that a sum of close upon 
£300 had been subscribed and paid into the fund, but 
that it was hoped the sum would still be very -con- 
siderably increased. It is the resolve of the com- 
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mittee appointed to deal with the matter, that what- 
ever sum be collected it shall be invested in the 
name of trustees on behalf of the subscribers, and 
that the annual interest accruing be applied in the 
giving of a money or other prize annually to the 
student who passes the best examination in the fol- 
lowing subjects: pathology, materia medica, and 
hygiene. Such examination to be held in October 
each year, and to be open to the students of any 
British or Irish Veterinary College, who have passed 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons ‘“ C”’ ex- 
amination under the four years course, since the 
commencement of the previous winter session. 

The feeling was also given expression to that if the 
sum collected is sufficiently over what will provide 
£10 a year as a prize, that the excess sum should be 
applied as providing a medallion of the late Prefessor 
Walley, and which would be placed in the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College. 

The committee indulge in the hope that at least 
£500 will be subscribed, so that the prize may be 
well worth competing for, and be a fitting memorial 
to him whose name the prize will bear. 

May I beg your assistance in again bringing the 
scheme before the profession. 

Remittances should be addressed to the treasurer 
of the Fund, C. Cunningham, Esq., M.R.C.V.5., 
Slateford, near Edinburgh. 

R. Ruruerrorp, Hon. Sec. 

Edinburgh, Oct. 18th, 1897. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY 


The annual general meeting was held on Thursday 
night the 7th instant, at the Royal College of Veterinary 


Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, Bloomsbury, Vet.-Lieut.- 


Col. J. Kettle, the president, = the chair. The 
fellows and visitors present were: Messrs. W. F. Barrett, 
J. Baxter, Geo. Hall Brown, J. K. Bruce, A. L. Butters, 
J. A.W. Dollar, F. Hobday, F. W. Kendall, F. C. 
Mahon (hon. sec.), J. Macqueen, W. J. Mulvey, J. A. 
Nunn, A.V.D.; J. Penberthy, A. Prudames, R. Porch, 
W. Reekie, H. G. Rogers, J. Rowe, (hon. treas.), W. E. 
Taylor, T. Tooth, S. Villar ; and as visitors: Messrs. 
Morgan-Evans, W. H. Flook, and W. Rogers Clark. 

The minutes of the preceding annual meeting were 
read by the Honorary Secretary (Mr. F. C. Mahon) and 
were confirmed. 

Communications were read by Mr. Mahon from the 
following members of the Society expressive of regret at 
their inability to attend :—Messrs. J. S. Hurndall, J. W. 
Barker, T. C. Garry, H. Edgar, A. Wheatley, and Pro- 
fessor F. Hobday. 


THe Councit’s REporT AND BALANCE SHEET. 


On the motion of Mr. W. Reekie, seconded by Mr. H. 
G. Rogers, the report of the Council for the past year 
was adopted. The report was as follows :— 

_ During the session 1896-7, fourteen new Fellows 
Joined the Society. At the present time the Society 
numbers 150 members. 

During the session, six Council and nine ordinary 
general meetings have been held. The average atten- 
dance has been 42. 


Papers and addresses have been delivered as follows : 

1. Presidential Address, by Veterinary-Lieutenant- 
Colonel J. Kettle, A.V.D. 

2. An address on “Indian Hemp,” the work of Veteri- 
nary-Captain C. Rutherford, A.V.D., Umballa, India ; 
and read to the meeting by Professor J. Macqueen. 

3. “Some Notes on the Operation of Castration,” by 
Veterinary: Major J. A. Nunn, D.S.O., C.S.1, A.V.D. 

4. Introduction and discussion on Veterinary-Captain 
J. A. Haslam’s, F.R.C.V.S., A.V.D., “ A Sterilisable 
Veterinary Hypodermic Syringe.” 

5. “Suppurative by Veterinary-Lieu- 
tenant J. Moore, F.R.C.V.S., A.V.D 

6. “ Lameness Arising from Affections in the Regions 
- ba Shoulder and Hip-joints, by Professor Pritchard, 

7. “Capped Elbow in the Horse,” by Mr. A. L. But- 
ters, M.R.C.V.S. 

8. “The Suppression of Rabies,” by Mr. W. Hunting, 
F.R.C.V.S. 

9. “The Control of Tuberculosis among animals,” by 
Mr. Harold Sessions, F.R.C.V.S., of Brighton. 

Various interesting specimens were exhibited at the 
meetings, and we were especially fortunate in being 
honoured by a visit from Professor Cossar Ewart, M.D., 
F.R.S., who gave an exhibition of horse embryos, and of 
photographs of zebras, and zebra-hybrids, which were 
of singular import. 

The Public Health (Scotland) Bill received due atten- 
tion at our hands, a Council meeting being held to dis- 
cuss its salient features, to us as veterinarians ; a resolu- 
tion being passed which seemingly has been productive 
of much good. 

The question of a Veterinary Benevolent Fund, pro- 

sed by Professor Macqueen, F.R.C.V.S., and seconded 

y Professor Penberthy was raised, a committee formed, 
a scheme duly drawn up, the result being communicated 
to the various veterinary medical societies throughout 
the United Kingdom, and elsewhere. 

The receipts during the session have been £87 13s. 6d. 
and the expenditure £110 12s 5d. The Society has 
purchased £112 worth of consols during the past year. 


F. C. Manon, Hon. See. 


The CHAIRMAN explained that on the agenda for that 
meeting the reception of the report and balanze sheet of 
the Council appeared among the business to be trans- 
acted, but he had struck out the words “and balance 
sheet ” because he had carefully examined the rules of 
the Society and failed to find in any of them that it was 
necessary that the balance sheet should be submitted 
for the approval or criticism of that meeting at all. The 
balance-sheet, so far as the rules went, seemed to be the 
sole concern of the Council. Acting upon precedent, 
however, he had had the balance-sheet printed and it 
was now laid upon the table. He was sure that the 
treasurer or any other official concerned would be ready 
to answer any question as to the financial statement 
that might be put to them. 

Mr. RoGers, speaking from memory, said his belief 
was that, though the rules of the! Society might not re- 
quire the balance-sheet to be confirmed by the annual 

eneral meeting, the agenda for that meeting since the 
Tovenition of the Society had always had this entry 
“to receive the annual report and balance-sheet.” 

Mr. Barrett said the only thing he wished to say in 
reference to the balance sheet was that the members of 
the Society should know that there had been a loss in- 
curred on the year’s working, and that it was desirable 
that in future fellows should pay their subscriptions 
when they were due. 

Mr. REEKIE said it seemed that all the meeting could 
do was to agree to the balance-sheet without criticisiug 
its items. Some of those items, he thought, might be 


reduced with advantage to the Society. 
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Mr. J. A. W. Dotuar, speaking as a member of Coun- 
cil, said he was sure it was the desire of the President 
and of the other members of the Council, that the fellows 
generally should be made fully acquainted with the 
financial position of the Suciety. As there appeared, 
however, to bea certain authority for the view expressed 
by the President that it was not incumbent upon the 
Council to submit the annual balance-sheet under the 

resent state of the rules, he (Mr. Dollar) gave notice of 

is intention to move at the next annual meeting an 
alteration of the rules which would require this to be 
done. He did so because he could not help feeling that 
finance was one of the most important concerns affecting 
a Society like that, and that for the welfare of the 
Society they could not have too much publicity in such 
a matter. If, therefore, they were merely then in the 
position of discussing the balance-sheet by courtesy, he 
thought they might make up their minds that that 


would be the last occasion when this limitation of power | 


would obtain; and that in future the balance-sheet 
would be submitted as a matter of rule. 

Mr. PrupaMeEs said that during his presidential year 
he suggested that the balance-sheet should be annually 
printed and made public. Until then, he thought he 
was right in saying no balance-sheet had been dissemi- 
nated, and his suggestion—which was adopted—was 
with a view that their accounts should be thoroughly 
open to every member for consideration and discussion. 

e was not aware until a few minutes ago that the rules 
were as the President had shewn them to be, and 
Colonel Kettle was, no doubt, acting strictly according 
to the rules that governed them in the conduct of that 
Society. Hitherto when the balance-sheet was printed 
and laid upon the table it had been customary to discuss 
it ; and, if an alteration of rules was necessary to admit 
of this being legally done, as they were assurred was the 
fact, he should be prepared to second Mr. Dollar's 
motion when it came before the next annual meeting. 

Mr. Dottar : Will the Society pardon my again rising 
in order to say that, I think, the President has done us a 
service in bringing forward this question, and I feel sure 
that it is with the object of having the omission supplied 
that he has done so. It is so serious a matter that 
really it is not one which ought to be allowed to drift on 
in the old state of affairs for any length of time. I think 
it was with the object of having the omission rectified 
that he has shewn us clearly what the rules are. 

The CHAIRMAN said Mr. Dollar had correctly des- 
cribed his purpose, They were bound to act according 
to the rules of the Society until they were altered. Rule 
40 laid down the business to be transacted at the annual 
general meeting, and there was no reference here to 
the balance-sheet. He contended that there should be. 
Mr. Prudames had instituted the rule to voluntarily 
place the balance-sheet on the table for the information 
of members and this rule he (the Chairman) had followed. 
Colonel Kettle read other rules in which there was no 
reference to the submission of the balance-sheet to the 
annual meeting. 

Mr. Reekie: Then, according to the rules, it is ultra 
vires on our part to discuss the balance-sheet at all. 

Professor PENBERTHY said that although they might 
not discuss the items as they appeared in the balance- 
sheet, yet surely it was competent for them to have dis- 
cussed how the balance mentioned in the report (which 
was before the general meeting for adoption and had 
been adopted) was arrived at. 

Mr. Barrett thought that the meeting would be in 
order in discussing the balance-sheet inasmuch as the 
were roughly told in the report what the financial result 
of the year’s working had been. 

Professor PENBERTHY said he thought they had the 
power to discuss the balance-sheet because of the refer- 
ence to finance in the Council’s report ; but inasmuch as 


ny had already adopted the report, the discussion was 


no longer in order. 


sition that the report had not been adopted. 
Mr. Reekie: When I moved the adoption of the 


annual report I did so on the understanding that the’ 


report was distinct-from the balance sheet. I asked 
that question first of all. 


The CuarrMan: And [ replied that I had struck: 
out the words after annual report “and the balance-. 


sheet.” 
Mr. DoLiar thought the meeting could not have dis- 
cussed the balance-sheet upon a mere bald statement 


contained in the report that the receipts had been so 


much and the expenditure so much. 
The discussion then dropped. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Messrs. Reekie and Baxter were appointed scrutineers 
in connection with the ballots for election of officers. 

The CHariRMAN: I am not quite sure whether, as 
president, [ have power to propose a member as presi-' 
dent. I do not wish to depart from any recognised 
rule or custom. I do not know whether there is any-. 
thing against my doing so. 

Mr. Barrett: No, I think not, sir. 

Tke CHarrMAN : Then it will afford me great pleasure 
to propose a gentleman to succeed me. I do not intend 
to say much about that gentleman at the present 
moment. I will doso later. I think he will fill this 
— worthily and, therefore, I propose Mr. J. A. W. 

ollar. (Applause). 

Mr. Butrers: I have much pleasure in seconding 
the motion. 

The CuarrMAN : If no other gentleman has anyone to 
propose, I will put the motion. . 

The proposition was then put and passed unani- 
mously. 

Mr. Dollar was then declared unanimously elected as 

president for the ensuing year. 
_ After various gentlemen nominated declining to stand, 
including the president, the following four Fellows were 
chosen vice-presidents unanimously and without re- 
course to a ballot : Messrs. A. L. Butters, W. E. Taylor, 
S. Villar, and W. Perryman. 

‘l'welve gentlemen had next to be elected to consti- 
tute (with the officers) the Council of the Society ; there 
were fifteen nominations and a ballot resulted in the 
election of the following Fellows: Vet.-Colonel Kettle, 
Vet.-Capt. J. A. Nunn, Professors Penberthy, F.R.C.V.S., 
Macqueen and Hobday ; Messrs. R. Porch, W. F. Barrett, 
Wm. Hunting, H. Edgar, W. J. Mulvey, A. Prudames, 
and W. Reekie. 

The CHarRMAN: Our next business is to elect an 
honorary treasurer. 

Mr. Barrett: [ have great pleasure in proposing the 
re-election of Mr. Rowe as our honorary treasurer. He 
has acted in that capacity for many years and has 
afforded us, I think I may say, complete satisfaction. 
(Applause). 

Mr. REEKTE, in seconding the motion, remarked that 
no better man for the office of treasurership could be 
chosen than Mr. Rowe. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, personally, he felt obliged 
to Mr. Rowe for the very able and satisfactory manner 
in which he had performed the duties of treasurer during 
the past year. 

The motion was carried nem. con. 

Mr. Dotiar: I beg to propose that Mr. Mahon be re- 
elected honorary secretary for the ensuing year. I feel 
sure that every one who comes in contact with Mr. 
Mahon knows how very efficiently and punctiliously he 
carries out his duties. I feel sure we could not have 
anyone who would give us greater satisfaction than Mr. 
Mahon. (Hear, hear.) 


Mr. Barrett: My remarks were based on the suppo- ‘ 
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Mr. PrupamMgs : I have very much pleasure in second- 
ing the motion. I am sure we could not possibly havea 
better secretary than Mr. Mahon, one more indefatigable 
or one who would carry out the duties of the office with 
more advantage to the Suciety. 

The CHAIRMAN said that personally he was extremely 
thankful to Mr. Mahon for his services. 

The motion was passed nem. con. 

The Hon. Sec.: I thank you very much for the 
honour you have again unanimously bestowed upon me. 

Mr. Butters and Mr. Garry were then unanimously 


NOMINATIONS. 


The following members of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons were duly nominated for election as 
Fellows of the Society : Vet.-Captain R. Moore, A.V D., 
Aldershot, Mr. J. Webb, ae Stortford ; Mr. F. E. 
Place, Hampstead ; Mr. S. H. Skelton, Forest Gate, E. ; 
and Vet.-Capt. Meredith, A.V.D., Aldershot. 


Votes or THANKS. 


The retiring president, in vacating the chair and 
thanking the members of the Society for the manner in 
which they had supported him, mentioned some matters 
that were yet in an indeterminate stage which he passed 
on to his successor. He also thanked the Society for 
having elected as honorary members several of his 
brother officers of the Army Veterinary Department who 
had been called away on foreign service. 

Mr. J. A. W. Dotxiar then took the chair and said: 
It is not my intention toaddress you at any great length 
in acknowledgment ot the very great honour you have 
done me. I beg you to believe that I feel alike the 
honour and the responsibility. Doubly so do I feel the 
honour and responsibility ne a how very success- 
ful the Society has been under its late president, and 
what great advances the past year has marked. When 
my name was proposed for the office of president, I may 
say the only consideration which led me to accept the 
honour was the feeling which I have long held very 
one that this was a Society conducive to the good 
of and calculated to encourage the young men of the veter- 
inary profession. I may go further and say that this ap- 
pears to me to be the premier society of all the societies 
of Great Britain. It is essentially a society of young 


men, for even those whose heads would core to indi- 


cate their advance beyond the stage at which they can 
still boast their tirst youth are yet all young in spirit ; 
and I believe they all sympathise with the aspirations 
and duties of the young and enthusiastic members 
amongst us. I shall not detain you further save to 
assure you that it will be my effort, as it will be my 
pleasure, to do anything that I can to advance the 
interests of the Society ; and that during the year of my 
office I shall endeavour at least to see that the standard 
of prosperity ensured under our late president, certainly 


does not suffer any diminution. Gentlemen, I thank 


you. (Applause.) I believe there is one duty devolving 
en, the newly-elected president, and one especially 
pleasing to me, namely, to propose a very hearty vote of 
thanks to the retiring president for his services and for 


the great efforts he has made in the past year. I feel 


sure that in the present instance you will pass that vote 
of thanks with special fervour. I may say that from my 
own experience of the manner in which the duties of the 
presidential chair have been performed during the past 
year, the passing of a special and enthusiastic vote of 
thanks will be a matter of personal gratification to my- 
self. I beg to propose a very hearty vote of thanks to 
Colonel Kettle for his services in the chair, and for the 
— he has rendered the Society during his year of 
office. 

Mr. Barrett, in seconding the motion, cordially ac- 


late president had done everything in his power to aid 
the society. He had introduced many new members, 
and had been instrumental in enabling the Society to 
enjoy the several interesting and scientific papers. 

The motion was passed by acclamation. 

Colonel KetTLe: Gentlemen, I will not detain you by 
making any lengthened remarks. I simply tell you that 
I thoroughly and sincerely thank you for all your indul- 
gent kindness and support during my year of office. 

Mr. BARRETT then proposed a vote of thanks to the 
honorary treasurer and the honorary secretary for their 
able and valuable services during the past year. 

Colonel KETTLE seconded the motion. 

The CuHatRMAN: I must really apologise to our 
treasurer and secretary for having overlooked their just 
claims to our very hearty thanks. I am sure you will 
pve me considering the very peculiar position in which 

stand. 

The motion was adopted unanimously. j 

Mr. Rowe, the honorary treasurer, said ‘he would 
endeavour in the future, as he had done in the past, to 
give satisfaction. He asked them not to go away with 


quiesced in the remarks of Mr. Dollar. He felt that the 


the erroneous impression that the Society was going back- 
wards. Far from it. They had made a departure in the 
past year of which he might speak later on at the dinner 
to be held in the following month ; and, meanwhile he 
reminded members that the hospitalities now practised 
by the Society had resulted in a largely increased expen- 
diture. He once more appealed to members to do him 
the favour of voluntarily and readily paying their sub- 
scriptions when they fell due. 

Mr. Manon, the hon. secretary, said : I have in a very 
few words simply to thank you for the great honour you 
have again conferred upon me by re-electing me the 
honorary secretary of this Society. Asin the past, so in 
the future I hope to do my duty towards the Society, 
and I sincerely trust my small efforts will continue to 
meet with your approbation. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


ISLINGTON DAIRY SHOW. 


The dairy show is, by its nature, not of ptramount 
interest to the veterinary profession, but on the other 
hand it is the outward and visible sign of the activity 
of an industry so closely connected with veterinary 
science that it needs no apology from me for making 
a few notes of some of its features. 

It is decidedly interesting to notice that the Short- 
horns are diminishing in number, and as many think, 
in quality also, and giving place to the smaller 
breeds such as the Kerries and Redpoles, a change 
which obstetric veterinary surgeons will probably not 
approve. The Channel Island breeds, especially the 
Jerseys, seem to be arriving at perfection as far as 
symmetry is concerned, and the development of their 
milking qualities is marvellous. If the escutcheon 
theory is to be trusted, a young bull, the son of 
Lady Lavinia, should become the sire of wondrous 
milkers. 

The classes for goats are well filled and these hardy 
and useful animals seem to figure in the dairy in- 
dustry to an extent quite unsuspected by the un- 
initiated. 

An item of interest to the profession is the enor- 
mous display of medicines and surgical instruments 
to be used by amateurs, the former being vended for 
as low a price as 2d. and upwards, and the latter at 
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figures which would make it much cheaper for the 
stock-owner to employ a veterinary surgeon, but, as 
it was in the beginning so it is now and ever shall be 
with the quack-loving public. The greater portion 
of the poultry and dog medicine exhibited is put up 
in capsules, and if one may judge from the eager- 
ness with which the public buy, the neatness of 
that form of pharmacy is attractive, and it might be 
used to a greater extent by the profession. 

The excited interest shown over the various forms 
of incubators in action renders it incumbent on the 
veterinary surgeon to keep up his knowledge of the 
morphology and physiology of the embryo, for scores 
of farmers’ wives and daughters will return to the 
_ country quite skilled in the various stages of the 
development of the chick. The number of so-called 
specialists on the diseases of feathered cattle points 
to the need of qualified attention to the requirements 
of such stock, and considering the monetary value of 
the masses there seems to be a field for veterinary 
surgeons to attend to the ailments of individuals ; if 
the public can be educated to see the reasonablenss of 
employing expert skill, and the veterinary surgeon 
can see his way clear to provide that skill at a fee 
proportionate to the value of the patient. 

Among the appliances of interest +o the’profession, 
the ‘‘ Cosy Foster Mother’’ seems to supply a want 
often felt when rearing orphan puppies. Parish’s 
Steam-jacketted Cooker with geyser attached, strikes 
one as being an exceedingly useful adjunct to the in- 
firmary stables or kennels, and also for use in large or 
small studs where hot water is required, or where 
bran mashes or boiled food is in demand. 

‘‘Le Tutelaire,” an apparatus for Pasteurising 
milk etc., is exceedingly ingenious and simple, and 
should be of use in the laboratory as well as in the 
nursery, and would be very useful in rearing young 
puppies. 

‘‘The Radiator butter maker is a machine which 
emulates the Chicago pork factory, for by putting in 
milk direct from the cow at one end one obtains 
butter ready for use at the other, this being accom- 
plished by ingenious pasteurisation, refrigeration, 
and centrifugal separation so that the butter is abso- 
lutely free from germs, water, or buttermilk, and its 

keeping properties greatly enhanced. The machine 
is a very pretty exposition of the practical application 
of the teachings of modern science. 

Butyrometers, lactometers, egg-testers, and all sorts 
of appliances meet the eye at every turn, and scienti- 
fic accuracy seems to be ousting the old rule of thumb 
methods, so that the veterinary surgeon may take 
courage that the future generations of dairy farmers 
will appreciate scientific skill rather than “ invalua- 
ble’’ quackery. Fras. Evetyn Prace. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES, 


Malignant Pustule. 


M. Le Roy des Burres has recently met with two cases 
of malignant pustule occurring in persons: engaged in 
working with hair which had come partly from the Cotes 
du Nord, a district where no case of anthrax has been 
reported for several months, and partly from Buenos 


-was blessed with strength and health 


Ayres ; four other cases were met with in patients who 

been working among hides brought from Turkey 
and Kazan. The local use of the thermo-cautery, injec- 
tions containing 10 per cent. of iodine, together with the 
internal administration of oxygenated water and iodised 
water, were fortunately successful in saving the patients’ 
lives. One of the patients who suffered from very 
marked general cedema of the whole of the upper part of 
the body, was in great danger for a long time, and it 
was necessary to inject pure tincture of iodine into the 
eyelid where the pustule had formed and where the 
bacteria were localised. In his communication to the 
Academy of Medicine M. Le Roy des Barres stated that 
in the course of some years he had observed seventy-two 
cases of malignant pustule, among which there were 
sixty-two recoveries. Fifty-seven of these patients were 
leather-dressers and fifteen were workers among hair. 
Anthrax is invariably conveyed by hides, skins, wool, 
and hair coming from abroad, and it is obvious that the 
importation of these products cannot be prohibited, and 
it is almost impossible to sterilise or disinfect them.— 
The Lancet 


THE THEOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF DISEASE. 


The followin abstract is from a sermon preached 
in St. Paul’s Cathedral to a special congregation of 
medical practitioners. 


“The Archbishop of York chose as his text the 17th 
verse of the Second Lesson, “ Himself took our infirmi- 
ties and bore our sicknesses.” He said disease was acci- 
dental, and not a necessary experience of human life. 
Therefore it was not needful that the son of man should 
suffer from disease, though it behoved him to be com- 
passed with infirmity. What, then, was his relation to 
the diseases which affected humanity? To understand 
that, they must consider what was the history and 
origin of disease and sickness. Man in his first condition 
was neither subject to sickness nor liable to death. He 
and capable of im- 
mortality. No sooner however had he violated the law 
of obedience than new conditions came into force. His 
fall brought with it a new capacity, the capacity of suffer- 
ing both in body and soul. an had ceased to be very 
good, and every defeat of good was a positive evil. There 
was sympathy between man and the rest uf creation. 
The earth itself, we read, was cursed, and all its surround- 
ing conditions were partakers in the ruin which man 
had brought upon himself. From thenceforth the whole 
of creation was groaning in pain. The soft breezes 
which had brought comfort to a grateful world were to 
become from time to time fierce tempests. The earth, 
which had brought forth bountiful harvests and beauti- 
ful flowers, now produced thistles, noxious weeds, and 
evil creatures carrying with them the germs of disease 
and premature death. It was an expression of mistaken 
piety, or at any rate theologically incorrect, to say in our 

ours of suffering, ‘‘God has sent this sickness upon 
me,” or “God has taken away my child.” He did not 
send disease and death ; they were the disorders of our 
fallen state. The only occasion on which our Lord made 
any reference to the origin of disease, he attributed it, 
not to any visitation from God, but to Satanic influence. 
There was a priesthood of healing as well as of religious 
ministration. That work was in the truest sense a sacer- 
dotal work. Day by day, as they toiled, in the consult- 
ing room, in the hospital ward, and in the room of the 
individual sufferer, they carried with them His commis- 
sion and His power. Above all other callings, save that 
of the ministers of His church, theirs was a- religious 
calling. It might not be always entered or followed in 4 
religious spirit, but it was religious in itself. ” 
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Rabies in Kent. 


A serious outbreak of rabies has occurred in Kent. 
Two or three % agoamad dog appeared in the village 
of Hildenborough, and ran loosely about the streets for 
some time. Before it could be shot it had attacked two 
men and a little girl, each of whom was bitten. When 
the body of the mad dug was subjected to a post-mortem 
examination, undoubted traces of rabies were found. 
Considering it desirable to have a further veterinary 
opinion, the police despatched the head of the animal to 
the Boagd of Agriculture, whose inspector, Mr. Townsend 
Wilson, confirmed Mr. Gregory’s opinion. The local 
Infectious Diseases (Animals) Committee met yesterday 
morning to consider what steps should be taken in the 
matter, and an Order was issued directing the police to 
at once destroy all suspected and stray dogs. They also 
recommended that the expenses connected with sending 
the two men and the girl bitten by the dog to Paris for 
treatment at the Pasteur Institute should be defrayed 
out of the county rates. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT.. 

Veterinary-Major Rayment, Inspecting Veterinary 
Officer of the Tochi Field Force, has been ordered to 
Murree, where he will officiate as Inspecting Veterinary 
Officer of the Punjab Command vice Veterinary Lieut.- 
Colonel Glover, who has been appointed Inspecting 
Veterinary Officer on the staff of Sir William Lockhart. 
Veterinary-Colonel Glover served through the Zulu War 


felicity of viewing these fearful and wonderful works of 
art. Truly the craft of the printer is great (to avoid 
wounding the feelings of any too susceptible follower of 
that calling I may explain that I allude simply to handi- 
craft), and genius does certainly take strange shapes 
sometimes. I presume—and if in my ignorance I err, I 
trust to some learned member of the profession to set 
me right—that the public are expected to take these 
labels—which may truly be described as immense in 
every sense of the word—as being an outward and visi- 
ble sign of an inward and spiritual grace, possessed by 
the contents of the bottles and packages which they 
adorn. But is the record of our marvellous abilities to- 
be confined to paltry labels? Perish the thought ! such 
narrow margins shall never bound our possibilities. 
Have we not account headings, and what reason is there 
against their being embellished with illustrations, and 
also with remarks touching our ability to carry out the . 
duties for which we are supposed to be duly qualified ? 
When we have achieved greatness by gaining a medal or 
medals, or perhaps I should say when this greatness has 
been thrust upon us, why should we not send forth to a 
wondering populace a full, true, and particular represen- 
tation or facsimile of the obverse and reverse of the 
aforementioned medal or medals emblazoned upon the 
headings of our accounts rendered for professional advice 
and attendance’? Why, again, if our fancy lightly turns 
| to the heads and shoes of horses, and the business ends 
_of dogs as appropriate ornaments for our account head- 
‘ings ; why, I say, should we be deterred from using the 
| same by such a trivial consideration as good taste. Never 
let it be said that out of respect to so small a detail we 


and was specially promoted for his services in that cam- | deprived those fortunate enough to be our clients of a 


paign. He has a large Indian experience, and served in 


where he was considered one of the best officers in the 
Department. The Veterinary Field Hospital from 
Umballa is to be mobilized for service and two veterin- 
ary officers will accompany it. The officers of the 

.D. are as usual very hard worked ; there is only one 
at Kushalgarh and two at Kohat to look after and in- 
spect several thousand transport animals, with a few 
native cavalry regiments and batteries of Mountain 
and Field Artillery thrown in.—Civil and Military 
Gazette, (Lahore). 


OBITUARY 


JAMES JEBSON, M.R.C.V.S., Pocklington, Yorks. 
1859. Edin., Nov., 1879. 
Mr. James Jebson, senior, M.R.C.V.S., of Yapham 
Grange, Pocklington, died very suddenly at his residence 
on Monday morning, 11th inst., at the age of 63. 
Deceased, who was district veterinary inspector to the 
Board of Agriculture, enjoyed a considerable reputation 
for practical skill in his profession, and had an extensive 
practice. He was a member of the Wesleyan body, and 
was held in general esteem. He leaves a widow and 
—- family, His two sons who have both adopted 
their father’s profession, are in practice in the district, 
nada at Yapham Grange, and the other at Bishop 
ilton. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ART LABELS AND BILLHEADS. 
Dear Sir, 

I had much pleasure in reading the article which ap- 
peared in your last issue anent the above subject, and 
was the better able to appreciate the comments on the 
various labels in vogue in divers parts of the country, as 


hearty laugh. No, no! Mr. Editor, our artistic proclivi- 
ties are not to be baulked in this way ; but never, never, 
let us be misguided enough to insert a plain business 
card stating that we have commenced practice in the 
locality in the local paper. But each young member 
of the profession remember this when _ struggling 
against the many difficulties which beset the path of 
an unknown man, let him “be wise in time” and 
never seek to make his presence in the neighbourhood 
known through the medium of the press, for should he 
do so then of a surety will the wrath of the old-estab- 
lished practitioicrs descend upon his devoted head and 
the last state uf that man shall be worse than the first.— 
I remain, dear sir, faithfully yours, 
Fosco. 


RAPID DIAGNOSIS. 


Dear sir, 

I quite agree with your remarks 7e “ Diagnosis” in 
last week’s Record, and veterinary surgeons will do well 
to take particular notice of them. It is really lamenta- 
ble to see not only ignorant but absolutely false evidence 
obtain convictions against perfectly innocent people. 

It is rather a funny coincidence, however, that in the 
same number of Zhe Record you report a breach of war- 
ranty case headed “Sound Otherwise” in which one of 
the veterinary witnesses diagnosed the case, or rather, 
to be accurate, treated it for “laminitis and navicular,” 
but it does not state whether both diseases were treated 
simultaneously, whereas the R.S.P.C.A. inspector evi- 
dently diagnosed his case as being affected with these 
two serious diseases at one and the same time. It 
would be extremely interesting to have an accurate de- 
scription of the symptoms, giving us the special charac- 
teristic signs which enabled them to arrive at their 
decision. I agree with you, sir, “that the conjoint 
existence of laminitis and navicular disease could not be 
sworn to by a veterinary surgeon,” even on seeing the 
case several times, and practically living with his case 


have on more than one occasion enjoyed the supreme 


daily for a week or two. 
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In well marked or typical cases of either malady 
there is no difficulty in deciding which of the two we are 
dealing with, but when both are present, if ever they are, 
I can imagine it would be very difficult. I have on 
more than one occasion experienced very great difficulty 
in arriving at a correct diagnosis in the early stages of 
slight cases of either disease, and it has taxed all our 
ingenuity and circumspection in order to give an opinion, 
and then as time went on found themselves mistaken, 
and our diagnosis wrong after all. 

It is marvellous how quickly, and apparently easily 
such people as the RS.P.C.A. inspectors, policemen, 
quack horse doctors, grooms, so-called horsey men, 
ordinary onlookers, and in fact all unresponsible persons, 
and even some qualified men appear to diagnose difficult 
cases. It often seems that the general public expect us 
to give them opinions so rapidly that we hardly have 
time to look at the patient, let alone examine it ; and 
the person who performs this feat most satisfactorily to 
their client’s purpose is the clever (?) man. Such men, 
be they veterinarians or others, are usuully most wanting 
in knowledge of medicine or animals, but they are just 
masters of “bluff, puff, and tact” and so get through 
and carry the public with them. In fact we often ask 
ourselves what knowledge is required to practice “ veter- 
inary medicine” judging from those who live at it. In 
adjudicating “cruelty” to animals I have long main- 
tained that one or more veterinarians should sit on the 

Bench as expert judges, because few solicitors or laymen 
know what questions to ask a professional witness, and 
he, like all witnesses, can only answer questions put to 
him. If these special cases had an expert judge I 
think it would be a great improvement.— Yours ta 
NEMO. 


THE STANDING OPERATION. 


Str, 

Yesterday afternoon I had the pleasure of accompany- 
ing Mr. J. G. Deans, M.R.U.V.S., of Bishop Auckland, 
to Malton to see him castrate, in the standing position, 
* Purse,” a three-year-old chestnut thoroughbred stallion, 
the property of Mr. William Sanderson. 

On arrival at Malton we at once gut to business. One 
of the grooms was told to bring a strong bridle and a 
twitch. Mr. Deans took off his coat, rolled up his 
sleeves, and had his new patent knife, and a Farmer 
Miles ecraseur, with rather a large link chain ready. 
One of the grooms put a bridle on and turned the horse 
round, and | assisted the other to put on the twitch. The 
horse was backed into a corner of the box, one of the 
grooms holding the twitch and the other the bridle, 
keeping the horse’s head turned well to the near side. 
Mr. Deans then went up standing well in front of 
the near hock, with his head pressed into the horse’s 
flank, he opened the scrotum on the near side with his 
small knife with a curved point downwards. He asked 
Mr. Snarry to give him the écraseur, the chain of which 
he at once passed above the testicle including both 
vascular and non-vascular portions ; the animal crouched 
down, whilst the testicle was being removod, and 
struggled a little and came down on his body as soon as 
the testicle was removed, but jumped up at once. The 
right testicle was removed in the same way as the left. 
Mr. Deans standing on the near side. The time, includ- 
ing putting on the twitch, occupied under 3} minutes. I 
never saw a smarter operation, there was only a little 
hemorrhage from the cutting into the scrotum. The 
horse appeared alright, did not even sweat. 

We then went into the house for a few minutes to see 
Mr. Sanderson, who could not believe the operation had 
been performed. We then drove to Mr. Tinsley, The 
Naviers, to see a thoroughbred Mr. Deans had cas- 
trated standing 9 days previously, at the same time he 


cut another, both did well, and-were at regular exercise 
the second day after the operation. 

I have castrated colts standing, but cart and thorough- 
bred stallions I always cast, although I prefer to cas- 
trate bulls, boars, and calves standing, which I have 
done for years, sometimes using the écraseur or Huish- 
Blake, but in many cases I cut through the non-vascu- 
lar, then press the artery between my finger and thumb 
in an upward direction, twist the artery, and scrape up- 
wards with a knife, which I find successful and free 
from hemorrhage. To cut colts and stallions standing, 
requires a man with good nerve, he must be smart and 
active.—Yours truly, 

GEORGE F. PickEertNG, F.R.C.V.S. 

Oct. 14th. 


AUXILIARY BUSINESS. 
SIR, 


At various times there have been many ways of lower- 
ing the the social status of the veterinary profession 
brought to light through the medium of your valuable 
journal. Another corrupt practice has been brought to 
my notice that I have not seen related hitherto. It is a 
M.R.C.V.S.L., buying a “ hand power horse-clipping 
machine” soliciting studgrooms and other persons who 
are fortunate enough to own a horse in this district to 
try it, with a view to hiring it out to them, and the 
probability of becoming their veterinary attendant. 

How can we expect people to look up to us with the 
same respect as they do the medical profession when 
‘some of our members are going round doing this ? which 
to my mind is far more degrading than some cases that 
have been recorded. It would not surprise me to see 
nn like the following appear on M.R.C.V.S.’s 

oor :— 


Mr. , M.R.C.V.S.L., 


Veterinury Surgeon. 
Horses Clipped by the Latest Approved Methods. 


If this sort of thing goes on I rather think we shall 
fall lower in the social scale than we are at present.—-I 
am, yours faithfully, 

E, PLant. 


RE HALIFAX DOCKING FUND. 


Dear Sir, 

I notice in your issue of October 16th a letter from 
Mr. Carter, of Bradford, about the cash disbursement in 
this case. I don’t know why Mr. Carter should be so 
anxious, inasmuch as before writing his letter I had an 
interview with him when all the circumstances were ex- 
plained. 

For the rest I may say that a complete statement of 
accounts is only waiting the settlement of the expenses 
of one of the chief witnesses; this also Mr. Carter knows 
all about.—Yours faithfully, 

PAaRLANE M. WALKER. 


Communications, Books, AND Papers RECEIVED :—Major 

J. A. Nunn, Messrs. E. Plant, R. Rutherford, J. E. Miller, 

W. Awde, P.M. Walker. G. T. Pickering. ‘* Fosco,” ‘* Nemo.” 

i The Civil and Military Gazette (Lahore), Baltimore Weekly 
un. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, an 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings from 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 

Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and 


addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 
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